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EARTHWEEK:A DIARY OF THE PLANET

By SteveNewman

Earthauakes

H
Parts

of
California

were
rockedby scoresof after

shocksof the disastrous

temblorthat heavilydamagedpor
tionsof the San

Francisco

Bay Area

on
October

17,andof a quakethat

causedmore than $10 millionin
damageto areaseastof Los Ange

leson
February

28.The75 BayArea
aftershocks came on the anniver

saryof the
catastrophic

GreatEarth

quakeof 1906whileseveralelderly
survivorswere

celebrating

the event
in downtown San Francisco.

In
northwestern

China,two people

were injuredand severalbuildings

crackedwhena strongquakestruck
neartheborderwith the Soviet Union.

Minordamagewas
reported

froma
moderate quakethatjoltedthe Pa
cific Northwestfrom southern British

Columbiato Seattle.

Earthmovementswere also felt in

easternIndonesia, centralTaiwan,
nearthePhilippine capitalof Manila,

and in southern Indiana and Ohio.

Floods
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Floodsfrom a seasonof
record rainfall in eastern

Australiahave isolated

severalcattletownsin the outback

and
disrupted

rainand roadtrans
portation

in two states.Policein
northernNew South Wales said
thousands

of sheephad diedin the
floods,and a QueenslandEmer
gency Servicesspokesmanan
nouncedthat

at leastonethird of that

stateis underwater. Sydneyhas
registered

the highestrainfalltotal
sincerecordsbegantherein 1859.

Heavyrainsin Rio de Janeiro

killedup to sevenpeople,caused

chaos
throughoutthe

city, andforced

postponement
of

along-awaited
rock

concertby Paul
McCartney.

TropicalStorm
©TropicalcycloneBessimovedharmlessly

over the
openwatersof the eastern

IndianOcean with maximumwinds

of 50 km-h.
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UFO Fever

The appearanceof uniden-
identifiedflyingobjectsin the
U.S.S.R.has become so
commonplace

that the SovietPress
saysit is

getting tiredof such
reports.

Still, Tasswas
intrigued

by talesof a
UFO thatis saidto have hovered

abovethe groundwhilecreating
a

cylindrical

hole five metresdeep,
100 mm wideand tilted at a 70
degree angle.Many

residents

in the
villageof Voronezreported seeinga
huge

fireball abovethe groundthe
nightbeforethe holewas discov-

ered.
Theofficial Sovietnews agency

alsosaidthat
regularflights

by UFOs
were

detected
by air defenseunits

stationed around Pereslavl-Zalesski.

Lookoutteamsin Belgiumspent

the Easterweekendscanningthe
skiesfor UFOsat 20

vantage points.

Ten
scientists

and
observers

flew in

a planeto lookfora
silent, luminous

low-flying trianglesightedregularly
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overthe hillsin the southof the
country. They foundnothing.

Volcanoes

■ Lava from Hawaii's

JS
Kilaueavolcano

de__S
stroyed

twomorehomes
and

threatened
60 others,whitea

prediction
of anothereruptionof

Alaska's Redoubtvolcanocame true.
Redoubt's blastsentan ash plume

sevenmileshigh,but windscarried

it over
sparsely-populated

areas
northwest of the mountain.

KillerFlies

~rj— The U.N.Foodand Agri
culture Organization

warnedthatakillerflyfrom

LatinAmericais
threatening

Libya
and couldsoon spreadthroughout

Africa,southern Europeand the
MiddleEast.The

blue-green
New

Worldfly attackspeopleand live
stockby layingeggsin the

tiniest

scratchor
superficial

skin lesions.

The^wounds often becomegaping,
and are

sometimes fatal,as the lar
vae hatchand feed.The Cochlio

myia
Hominovorax,

or man-eating

fly,canlayas manyas 400eggsin
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15 minutes. It's believed to have
arrivedin Libyafrom

imported
live

stock.

RabidBats

,1 At least22 peoplediedin
the PeruvianAmazon

^ provinceof
Condorcanqui

afterbeingbittenby rabidbats.Health
officials

in the regionsuggestedthat
people attacked

by the batsshould

washtheirwoundswithsoapand
water,thengo to the

nearestmedi

cal post for immediate vaccination.

FlyingCow
A cow

destined

for a Turk

ish
slaughter houseleapt

^ ^ froma truckontotheroofof
a car

carrying
a

provincialgovernor,

crushing
it and

injuring
the occu

pants.The populardailynewspaper

Gunaydinsaidthe governorof Mugla
province,

his wifeand driver,suf
feredonlyslight injuries.

The car
was a total loss.


